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Artisanal fisheries occupies a very significant
position in the Nigerian economy providing
employment for about 6,000,000 people and
supplying about 88.13% of the total domestic
fish production i.e. about 450,965 metric tons
(FDF, 2000). [t impacts the quality of lives of
various groups through supplying 58% of per
capita annual protein intake and engagement
in fishing and allied occupation as primary or
secondary source of income (TFAD, 1997).
In addition to 320 nautical miles territorial sea
and about 800km of coasts line, Nigeria has
territorial waters of 370,400km and an
estimated inland water mass of about 12.5
million hectares (Ita, 19R9; NTOMR, 1987).
These extensive coastline and numerous in-
land waters endow the country with suitable
aquatic habitat for fish. The ecological
location of maritime states (Lagos, Delta,
Cross-rivers, Rivers. Ondo, Ogun, 8ayclsa,
Akwa-Ibom) makes fishing a perennial
activity
Fisheries resources represent the foci of the
livelihood activities of most coastal
communities and were therefore critical to
rural development. About 300, 000
indigenous people and migrant fishermen,
mostly Ghanaians, depend on fisheries
resources as the main source of sustenance,
assets and investment capital. Fishing supply
75% of their an imal protein intake and more
than 98% uf the population of the fishing
communities is dependent on fishing and
fishery related activities. Over 80% are
engaged primarily in fishing industry. Some
fishing communities date hack to the 18
century when the original settlers first arrived
(e.g. Orimedu, Lagos Slate) SFLP/DFID --
INTRODUCTION
SOURCES AND DIPACT OF MICRO-CREDIT 01\ THE PRODUCTIVITY OF
ARTISANALFISHERFOLKS IN LAGOS LAGOON
By
OMITOYJN S.A * AND B.T FREGENE**
*Dept of Animal Science & Fisheries "Ianagement
Bowen University Iwo, Osun State
**Dept of Wildlife & Fisheries Management
University of Ibadan
FAQ 2002. Many coastal and riverine villages
depend solely un fishing and ancillary
activities. Six major livelihood groups that
depend largely on fisheries and aquatic
resources are small-sc-ilc fisher. fish
processors, fish mongers/marketers, net
fabricators, boat builder and out board
engine mechanics. The acquisition of assets,
such as shelter, boats, nets, engines, fishing
gears, is mainly through fishing, fish
processing, marketing and other fish related
activities. Similarly, their financial
requiremcnts for investment. food
consumption, education, health and other
family needs depend on fisheries activities.
The vulnerability of each livelihood is relative
to the percentage of its dependence on the
fisheries resources and activities. 1t is hinged
on the state of the resource/stock exploitation,
growth rate, emigration, local knowledge,
varieties of technologies in use and policy.
The poor performance of the industry against
the ever increasing domestic requirement
could be attributed to many factors among
which are poor or inadequate credit, poor
production techniques, inadequate supply of
fishing gears and tools, over- cxpluitation of
the Lagoons, low Icvel technology,
inadequate storage facilities, poor means of
transportation and fish marketing systems and
inadequate fishery extension services (FAO,
1980).
One major constraint to increased fish
production in Nigeria as identified by FDF
(2000) is "puur rate of capital formation and
lack of credit facilities among other factors.
Access to credit can facilitate levels of input
use closer to their potential levels when
capital is nota constraint. This study therefore
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groups (Table 2). These are less than 20 years
contributing 0.3% of the respondents, 21-30
years 10%, and 31-40 years 15.4%.41-50
years 37.9%, 51-60 years 28.9% while 61 and
above were 7.4%. This means that 82.2% of
the respondents fall within 31-60 years age
group with the age ranging between 18-75
years. The mean age is 48 years which
corresponds with the age range with highest
frequency and the standard deviation of II
.24.The age of an individual has implication
on the experience and decision making ability.
The educational status of the respondents as
shown in Table 1 indicates that 14.8 % had no
formal education, 22.2%, 48.1% and14.8%
had primary, secondary and tertiary education
respectively. This result showed that most of
the respondents (85.1 %) could read and write
and so could fill the basic forms to request for
loans from formal credit sources. However,
due to the complexity of loan from formal
sources, fishermen tend to use sources with
less cumbersome demand procedures.
Results
Socio-Economic Characteristics of
Artisanal Fisherfolks
The artisanal fisherfolks were either those that
used micro-credit to finance their fishing
activities or those who did not. The
characteristics of the respondents were
assumed to have effect on the micro-credit use
and profit levels of the individual respondents
interviewed during the study. These
characteristics include gender, age,
educational status, dependants, fishing
activities of the respondents among others.
The distribution by gender shows that 67.4%
of the respondents were male while 32.6 were
female. This shows that more men were
household heads.(Table 2)
The marital status had 83.3% to be married,
12.5% single while 2.3% were divorced and
I .9 % widowed respecti vely (Table I). The
age groups were classified into six different
structured questionnaires, informal interview
and focus group discussion (FGD).
The sets of data collected include:
Demographic characteristics of respondents,
micro-credit data, occupational
characteristics, income data and fishing
production data. The data collection was
carried out between April 2005 and May
2007. The relationship between micro-credit,
fishing, farming and non-farm employment as
a means of sustainable livelihood was
considered in this study.
The informant intervi, w involved discussion
with members of the executives of some
fisherman cooperative societies.
Secondary data were collected from relevant
fisheries establishment in the state.
A three stage stratified random sampling
techniques was used for selection of
respondents from which data were collected
using structured questionnaire.
Stage one was the selection of water bodies,
stage two was the selection of villages within
the water bodies and stage three the selection
of households.
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Frequency Percentage
Gender
Female 61 32.6
Male 126 67.4
Total 187 100
Marital Status
Married 259 83.3
Single 39 12.5
Divorced 7 2.3
Widowed 6 1.9
Total 311 100
Age Group
<20 1 0.3
2 1-30 I 31 10.0
3 1-40 48 15.4
41-50 118 37.9
5 1-60 90 28.9
61-above 23. 7.4
Total 311 100
Educational Level
No formal education 28 14.8
Primary 41 22.2
Secondary 90 48.1
Tertiary 28 14.8
Total 187
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Gender, Marital status, Age group and
Educational level
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Household Size Frequency Percentage
1 17 9.1
2 45 24.1
3 14 7.5
4 29 15.5
5 22 11.8
6 15 802
7 14 7.5
8 16 8.6
9 10 5.3
10 5 2.7
Total 187
Ethnlcity
100 16 8.6
Yorubo 146 78.1
Egu'l 17 Q 1
101;" 3 1.6
lIaje I C.5
hOUSQ 4 2.1
.0'01 187
j
Table 3: Distributiooof Respondents according to Household sizeand Ethnicity
Ethnicity
The Yorubas dominated the fishing areas with
78.1% of the respondents followed by Eglin
9.1% and Ibos 8.6%. Other ethnic groups
represented include ljaw (1.6%), Ilaje
(0.5%) and Hausas (2.1 %) (Table 3).
Household Size
1n the study area, as in other African setting,
most households were made tip of a man,
wife/wives, children and extended family
members. All these form the household size
that pool and use the resources of the
household. The household size affected the
credit demands and use. The result of the
study shows that 66.9% of the respondent had
household size of between 2 and 6, 24.1% had
r Gender
- ,
Access status to micro credit
access Non-access
Male ~32% 137%Female 68% 63%
Total
1100 1 00
Table2: Distribution of Respondentby Gender use and MiOl(Sredit
Gender and Micro-credit Sources
1twas observed that 32% of males and 68% offcmales in the lagoon communities have access to
micro credit (Table2)
household size of 7- 10 while 9.1% were
single household (Table 3).
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needs of the women within the household as
well as high risk coping strategies imposed on
them by their life-style of multiple goals.
Income from Primary and Secondary
Occupations
Secondary livelihood activities apart from
fishing engaged in by the fisherfolks, the
mean income received from other secondary
activities is presented in Table 5 Generally,
femalefisherfolks engaged ill more than two
other livelihood activities apart from fishing
ata time unlike their male counterparts. This
couldbe largely due to the higher subsistence
Wet season I Dry season
PrimaryOccupation Freq. 1% Freq. %---Fishing 157 84 159 85.1
Crop production 11· 5.9 8 4.3
Trading - - 5 2.7
Tailoring 3 1.6 2 1.1
Fishprocessing 16 8.6 16 8.6
Civilservant - 9 4.8
I
Secondary Occupation
Fishing 118 63.3 50 26.8
Crop production 62 32.8 124 66.1
Trading 7 3.9 7 3.6
Uvestockproduction - 3 1.8
Hunting - I ·3 1.8 -
Occupational Characteristics trend shows fishing as more prevalent in the
The result on occupation of fisherfolks during dry season than in the wet season (Table
thewet and dry seasons and their distribution 5). Also in Table 4, 63.3% had fishing as
are presented in Table 4. Eight four percent of secondary occupation in wet season while
therespondents had fishing as their primary 36.7% had other activities however, in the dry
occupation in the wet season while 16% had season, only 26.R% had fishing as secondary
other activities as their primary occupation occupation and 73.3% had other activities
while during the dry season, 85.1% had however, in the lagoon, fishing is the
fishingas their primary occupation and 14.9% predominant secondary occupation in the wet
engaged in other activities as their primary season while crop production in the dry
occupation. season. Other activities engaged in as
Fishing is the primary occupation in both wet secondary occupation are trading, livestock
and dry season in the lagoon. However, the productionandhunting(Tablc4).
Table4: Distribution of Respondents by Primary and Secondary Occupation In Wet
and Dry Season
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Discussion
The distribution by gender shows that more
males arc involved in active fishing while
females are more involved in processing,
preservation and marketing. This is similar to
the findings offregene (2002) that the women
are indirectly involved in fishing activities
and some of them operate a variety of fishing
gears such as hand net and traps. She also
affirms that llaje and Awori women fish in the
lagoon for aquatic organisms like crabs and
shrimps, but women do not fish in high seas.
The age distribution shows that greater
percentage of the respondent art: within their
active and productive years. The same trend
was observed by Fregene (2002).
Fishing communities are often educationally
disadvantaged due to geographical and social
marginalisation. Education providers are
often unable or unwilling to provide services
tailored to mobile and migratory populations
which include many Iishcrfolk, Literacy and
education are crucial for fisheries
management, environmental conservation
and livelihoods diversification (Horemans,
2006).
The level of education may indicate
productivity potential both lor fishing and oil'
fishing (Abduh and Delgado, 1999). The more
[Income calculated from other sources as presented by the respondents)
N) (U)
Income from crop production 200 50,000 4023.0
Income from liestock production 50 35,000 3396.67
Income from trading 200 50,000 7029.83
Income from hunting 50 35,000 1984.0
Income from civil service 2,800 56,000 26523.1
Income from wage/labor 3,500 3,500 3,500
Income from artisans 650 8,500 5565.0
Income from tailoring 1,000 10,000 4142.86
Total 8450 24800
Table 5: Income from Primary and Secondary Occupation of the Fisherrfolks
Other livelihood Mm Max Mean
educated a fisherman is the more likely he is to
work off the fishing. Many studies contend
that fishermen education influence fish catcb
by affecting a fisherman's input and output
decisions (Khandker, 1988). The number of
years of formal education is known to
influence the behaviour, values, exposure and
opportunities of an individual. Similarly, this
is known to affect the credit demand and use in
terms of knowing better where to find money,
at what rate and how to approach the demand.
The level of education of a head of household
is a positive factor in the adoption of improved
production techniques and management.
I Iencc it is hypothesized that the educational
status of the head of household is positively
correlated with income-earning capacity, use
of micro credit and therefore, negatively
correlated with the poverty status of the
household. Several studies have revealed that
poverty incidence an indicator oflivelihood is
higher among people with little education
(World Bank, 1999; FOS, 1999; Omonona,
200 I). A well educated artisanal fisherfolk is
likely to be more responsive to innovation
than stack illiterate fisherfolk. Human capital
development in fisheries thus holds the key
for highly productive and sustainable
fisheries (Awoyemi, 2000).
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